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stant fear of the possible usurpation of a power yet stronger. The
shock of an explosion is needed to shake the world out of its
lethargy and fear, to infuse into it a new spirit: the shock is
to be the revolutionary general strike. No one can tell what
will happen after. What has happened in Russia we do know.
Despite the complicated hierarchy of congresses built up on
local Soviets, themselves representing different industrial units,
the only effective authority in Russia are the leaders of the
comparatively small Bolshevist party. Despite the very real
effort which has been made to reverse the Czarist policy of
Russianizing all the parts of the immense Russian Empire, to
foster national languages, to grant the various nationalities their
cultural autonomy, even to found a Jewish community in the
Crimea, no one denies that the power of Moscow is as great as
that of any 'leader3 in a Fascist State who avowedly imposes by
force the authority of the State on the regimented people.

But to understand the nature of Russian socialism which,
owing to the success of the Russian Revolution, has become the
goal of extreme socialists all over the world, we must know
something about the peculiar Russian social philosophy during
the nineteenth century. Russia has been able to furnish Marxian
materialism with a soul. It has made it into a religion, the religion
which, it is said, promises to be the real rival of Christianity.
How is it possible to explain the enthusiasm, the spirit of self-
sacrifice, the endurance of hardship and suffering for the sake
of the future generations, the will to work for the common
good which are characteristic of Russian communists, who are
persuaded that man is no more than a complex machine, that
there is no hereafter, that there is no God? How have the
materialist Russians discovered a faith at once personal and yet
social which has for them filled the want which has grown more
obvious as Western civilization has advanced?

Ever since the days of Peter the Great, Russia has been flooded
with Western ideas, but it has never succeeded in assimilating
them. Literature, science, philosophy, even the technique of
political administration have been superimposed on a people
spiritually more akin to the pre-Reformation European Christian